22nd  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME


                       30th August 2009
CHANGE IS NEVER EASY

The coming of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal to our parish will be a great blessing but it is also the source of genuine anxiety for our people.  The Congregation’s choice of our Parochial House as the location for their friary does not rest easily with everyone.  We acknowledge the many heartfelt perspectives expressed by our people during the past week because it is the end of an era and a step into the unknown.  We are grateful to our parishioners who communicated their feelings to us.  The messages are entirely sensible and reasonable.

God’s generosity requires generosity from us in return. The Friars of the Renewal are a sign of God’s goodness and we are asked to be magnanimous in response.  Long Tower will be well served because the parish will have its own priests plus the Friars.  Each religious congregation has its own requirements and knows its own needs.  Although we may have strong feelings and disappointments in relation to their choice of Long Tower Parochial House as their friary, it is the building and location they wish to use.  If we are to receive the benefit of their ministry we must be willing to make sacrifices.

The Friars of the Renewal will bring renewal and so they will be a tremendous asset to the area.  With their ministry to the marginalised they will be able to reach a pastoral constituency that diocesan priests are not as competent in and have not the time to devote to.  As the Friars address the needs of those on the fringes they will invest enormous time in prayer, which can only bring peace and harmony to the area.  We envisage that the presence of the Friars of the Renewal will enhance the morale of the whole area and will enrich the community by their witness and ministry.  Their prayerful work will be a source of inspiration to the whole city.  Indeed, this very area grew up around a community of monks, with St Columba himself.  In addition, the talents of these modern day monks with young people will promote vocations to priesthood and religious life.

New Parochial House in Pump Street

The move of the Long Tower priests to the Pump Street convent is also a practical and psychological challenge.  Pump Street is not an ideal location for the Parochial House but at the present time it is the only house available. The diocese has looked very thoroughly for alternative accommodation.  Estate agents were engaged, but no suitable building was available anywhere else within the parish.

A Parochial House requires more rooms than an average house.  It is obviously a dwelling with a kitchen, dining room and sleeping quarters.  But there must be an Oratory for prayer and space for several offices, meeting rooms, record rooms, etc.  A standard house that would accommodate a family would not be big enough to cater for all these needs.  In other words, we would need two substantial houses side by side in order to serve the needs of a parochial house.  In choosing to go to Pump Street, we must say that it was not the first option, by any means.  It has become available unexpectedly, during July, with the departure of the Sisters of Mercy.  Of course, finance is a decisive factor too.  Even in recessionary time city houses cost a lot of money.  To buy two houses would be beyond our ability and even the leasing of houses drains money away very quickly.  Therefore we are very grateful to the Sisters of Mercy and the Inner City Trust for their assistance with the Pump Street house.

This means that the house in Pump Street is the only practical and economically viable option at the moment.  Since it is big enough for our parish needs we were very relieved to get it.  Surprisingly, the Friars said it did not suit their mission.  And since we are anxious to retain the presence of the Blessed Sacrament within the city Walls we have accepted it as a temporary location for the Long Tower Parochial House.  Without doubt, it is not as convenient as Victoria Place and we know that this is of concern to the parishioners.  Having said all that, we have no alternative available at the moment.  We will only know how Pump Street will work when we try it.  And if it doesn’t work we can look elsewhere.  We appreciate all the anxieties and good wishes of our dear people and we ask for prayers at this time of transition.  Change is never easy but God will help us every step of the way.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE We extend our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Sarah Sweeney, 101 Carnhill.  May she rest in peace.
BAPTISMS We welcome: Rua Fox, 22 Ivy Terrace, Isabella Grace Kopiak and Aedan James Kopiak, USA, who were all baptised recently. 

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE ANONYMOUS DONATIONS TO THE RESTORATION FUND: £5, £20, £5, £10, £10, £20, £5.

VISITATION OF HOUSEBOUND 

Fr Mongan will visit the sick in his care this week, Monday/Tuesday, 31st August/1st September.
Fr Colhoun will visit the sick in his care this week, Thursday/Friday, 3rd/4th September.

FIRST FRIDAY Friday, 4th September is the 1st Friday of the month.

READERS St Matthew’s Team and EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team A will serve for the month of September, beginning on Tuesday.
THE MONTHLY DEVOTIONS IN HONOUR OF OUR LADY will take place in the Carmelite Retreat Centre, Termonbacca, Derry on Tuesday 1st September starting with Confessions at 7.30pm followed by Rosary and Mass, finishing around 10.00pm. All are welcome.

ST MARY’S ARDMORE will be hosting an evening of music by the African Children’s Choir on Sunday 13th September at 7.30pm.  No tickets required, donation at door.  
AWARE DEFEAT DEPRESSION – DERRY SELF-HELP GROUP If you or a family member are affected by depression, Aware Defeat Depression can help. The self-help support group meets every Tuesday at 7.10pm in the Aware offices at 10 Clarendon Street, Derry.  New members are always welcome – just come along on the evening.  For further information, telephone 7126 0602 or e-mail: collette@aware-ni.org.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP on Wednesday 2nd September at 7.30pm in Seven Oaks Fold, Day Centre, Crescent Link.  Guest Speaker Mairead Farrell.  Everyone welcome.

DERRY SET DANCING CLUB Set dancing classes resume in Pilots Row Community Centre, Tuesday 8 September 2009 at 7.30pm.  Newcomers welcome.

KILLEA – NIXON’S CORNER COMMUNITY GROUP are holding a 6 week art course at Killea Community Hall for those over 60 or lone parents living in Killea or Nixon’s Corner.  The Cost is €15 for the six week course, payable on commencement (10th September).  Places are Limited to 10.  Contact Claire McGlinchey for a place Tel: 00353 8721 83736
ST COLUMB’S HALL

BINGO continues every Sunday night in St Columb’s Hall from 8.30pm.

Lucky Number £2000.  Last House £500.
ST COLUMB’S HALL available to rent for functions, conferences, meetings etc.  Please contact Mrs Oonagh Robinson on 7126 2301 for information regarding bookings.

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION FOR ST COLUMB’S CATHEDRAL

        £1203.00 

LAST WEEK’S ENVELOPE COLLECTION                                                                 £1926.00

                          SCHOOL RE-OPENING DATES
ST CECILIA’S COLLEGE will re-open on the following dates:
Year 14 pupils 

Friday 28th August 2009.
Year 8 pupils

Monday 31st August 2009.

Year 12 pupils

Tuesday 1st September 2009. 

Years 11 pupils

Wednesday 2nd September 2009.

Year 10 pupils

Thursday 3rd September 2009.

Year 13 & 9 pupils
Friday 4th September 2009.

School will begin at 8.45am.

ST MARY’S COLEGE re-opens Monday 31st August:

8.45 am to 11.55 am
1st Years and sixth formers only

Buses will be provided to bring students to and from school.

1.00 pm to 3.10 pm
All other students

Students coming to school at 1.00 pm must make their own way to school.  Buses will be provided to take students home at 3.10 pm.

ST JOSEPH’S BOYS’ SCHOOL 


Years 8, 9 & 11

Monday 31st August from 8.40am to 11.45am


All year groups inc 13
Tuesday 1st September

ST PETER’S HIGH SCHOOL


Year 8


Monday 31st August at 8.45am


Year 9


Tuesday 1st September at 1.00pm


Year 10


Wednesday 2nd September at 1.00pm


Year 11


Friday 4th September at 8.45am


Year 12 


Friday 28th August at 8.45am

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION COLLEGE

Pupils should return to school as follows:

Year 13 pupils

Monday 31 August from 9.10am  

Years 12 & 14 pupils 
Tuesday 1 September from 9.10am 

Year 11 pupils 

Wednesday 2 September from 9.10am  

Years 9 & 10 pupils 
Thursday 03 September from 9.10am  

Year 8 pupils

Friday 04 September at 10.00am  

Monday 7th September all pupils in attendance.

ST COLUMB’S COLLEGE 

Year 13 Pupils:                 Monday 31st August 2009 

All Other Year Groups:    Tuesday 1st September 2009

Year 8 Intake for 2010 - There will be an Information Evening regarding the Year 8 Intake 2010 in the Assembly Hall, St Columb’s College on Thursday 3rd September at 7.30pm.

THORNHILL COLLEGE 

Year 13 & 14 registration day tomorrow Monday 31st August

Year 8 only on Tuesday, 1st September

All pupils except year 8 on 2nd September and whole school on 3rd September. 
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